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Whipple Annex, 25 Green Street, Ipswich – Green Roof    
 
 
The green roof is a special soil 
system planted with a variety of 
sedums, which are hardy 
groundcover plants with succulent, 
water-storing leaves.  The green roof 
installed by Magco, Inc. of Maryland 
was incorporated into the Whipple 
project as a demonstration, in 
partnership with the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR), 
using grant funds DCR received 
from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA).   
 
The green roof, a feature popular in 
Germany and growing in popularity 
in the United States and other 
countries, is designed to reduce the 
volume of stormwater that runs off 
rooftops and improve the quality of 
any water that does run off.  The soil 
and plants absorb and store 
rainwater, and the plant roots filter 
and remove pollutants.  The project 
is particularly important in a building 
located immediately adjacent to the 
Ipswich River. 
 
The plants at Whipple Annex were 
chosen specifically for this Ipswich 
microclimate.  They range from 
sedum spurium “John Creech” to 
sedum album “Murale”.  The small 
sedum plugs will eventually flourish. 
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Roof Access 
 
Roof access allows the installer to conduct  
quarterly maintenance over the next year.   
Maintenance includes irrigation and weeding.   
 
The walkway pads protect the roof by  
minimizing damage to roof membranes  
caused by rooftop traffic during inspection or  
maintenance procedures and service of  
rooftop equipment. 
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The penthouse  
 
This feature was installed for easy rooftop access and to provide needed head height in 
the stairwell.  The green roof was also installed on top of the penthouse.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


